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ARKANSAS CHICK PLACEMENTS DOWN SLIGHTLY FROM LAST YEAR

Broiler-type chicks placed for meat production in Arkansas was 25.8 million during the week ending March 6, 2004.
Placements were down slightly from the comparable week in 2003, but up 4 percent from the revised previous week, and
included 3.5 million chicks shipped in from other states. Cumulative placements from December 28, 2003 through March
6, 2004 were 246.2 million, up slightly from the same period a year earlier.

The broiler-type chicks hatched for the week was 25.6 million, up 2 percent both from the corresponding week a
year earlier, and also from the previous week. Of'the total hatch, 3.0 million chicks were shipped out of the state.
Average hatchability for chicks hatched was 82.3 percent.

Arkansas hatcheries set 31.2 million broiler-type eggs during the week ending March 6, 2004, up 3 percent from
the same period last year, and up 1 percent from the previous week.

NET PLACEMENTS CHICKS HATCHED EGGS SET
Week % % %
Ending 2003 2004 Change 2003 2004 Change 2003 2004 Change
1,000 1,000 1,000
Jan. 31 23,524 23,910 102 25,325 25,719 102 30,468 30,944 102
Feb. 7 25,475 24,701 97 25,519 25,821 101 30,994 30,374 98
Feb. 14 23,806 24,306 102 25,709 25,491 99 30,194 31,055 103
Feb. 21 24,509 24,458 100 25,149 25,694 102 30,762 31,033 101
Feb. 28 24,680 24,831 101 25,645 25,002 97 30,603 30,948 101
Mar. 6 25,491 25,759 101 25,042 25,559 102 30,315 31,160 103
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BROILEREGGS SET ANDCHICES PLACEDIN19 MAJORSTATES BY WEEKS, 2004

EGGS SET ¢in Thousands) CHICK SPLACED (in Thousards)
Vibek Frding in i 0
STATE 14Feh | 21-Feh | 28Feh | 06Mar | % | 31-Ja | 07-Feh | 14-Feh | 21Feh | 28Feb | 06-Mar | %
Albarm W+ WTW 046 30426 100 | 22264 2502 2605 D90 N6 2665 W
ARKANSAS 3,055 31033 30048 31160 103 | BII0 M1 24306 UASS 24831+ 25,70 101
Delavare 3703 297 3091 3085 87| 5360 4,70 4183 S12%6 4512 4145 S8
Florida 135 1363 13%  13% 83 | 1603 18% 160 195 1425 1695 4
Geargia BI* 3B3M 33352 32686 101 | 25636 2580 25613 28060 2630 26205 107
Keniurky 013 703 6945+ 7016 104 | 5254 5382 4545 5642 6228+ 5730 100
Mearytand 8930 8846 8354 8861 88 | S461 5657 63M 5302 5815 6312 120
Mississippi 1920 1917 19061 19219 101 | 16,402 16598 16309 1654 1637 16404 105
N. Carolira 18,395 18,610 18615 18437 08 | 14,303 1405 14246 14067 14229 14400 101
Okdshora 6357 6519 6430+ 6516 W01 | 5250 4902 4916 4369  4342* 4087 112
Pennsylvaria 3611 3603 3,755 3764 105 | 2532 2646 2676 2502 2641 2651 107
. Camlira 3488 3767 3810 371 79| 4204 4162 4154 4154 305 3980 83
Texas 14976 14940 15032 15015 102 | 12,008 12165 12172 12211 12107 12260 12
Virgiria 6308 6417 650 654 08 | 4751 5634 5000 4925 4300 5093 87
CALAMOINWY 20065 _ 21101 _21,722* 21,578 104 | 19061 18897 18858 18508 18388+ 18,747 107
Total 2004 208,120 * 203,650 209010 + 200,447 168098 168912 166855 166642 168358 * 169,151
Total 2003 202449 204584 206547 20757 166420 164887 165871 164469 163548 165230
%Prev. Year W w2z 12 1l wm o w2 11 10 13 102
Approxitrate Marke i Date 2004 ... e s e N-Mar  27-Mar  03-Apr  10-Apr  17-Apr  24-Apr
* Revised . 1Y Cnremt week as percent of the same week last vear.

EGGS SET IN 19 SELECTED STATES UP 1 PERCENT

Commercial hatcheries in the 19-state weekly program set 209 million eggs during the week ending March 6, 2004.
This was up 1 percent from the eggs set the corresponding week a year earlier. Average hatchability for chicks
hatched during the week was 83 percent. Average hatchability is calculated by dividing chicks hatched during the
week by eggs set three weeks earlier.

BROILER CHICKS PLACED UP 2 PERCENT

Broiler growers in the 19-state weekly program placed 169 million chicks for meat production during the week ending
March 6,2004. Placements were up 2 percent from the comparable week a year earlier. Cumulative placements from
December 28, 2003 through March 6,2004 were 1.68 billion, up 2 percent from the same period a year earlier.




